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Society of Inash EL-Usra
Center for the Study of Palestinian Society and Heritage
Seventh Annual Conference
Call for Papers

“Studying Arab Culture and Society through The Palestinian Nakba”

The main question which generated the idea behind this conference was: why
did Arabs (including Palestinians), with all their vast numbers and their huge
resources, fail so badly in dealing with the Palestineissue, which led to the loss
of the country, the dispersal of its people, and the surrender of the whole Arab
world to the Zionist Movement? Many are going to respond by attributing the
cause to imperialism and colonialism and other such forces.Let us accept such
claims and take them for granted, and ask a further question: would all other
nations have failed in the same way, and to the same degree, in confronting
these same forces? Or is it possible to attribute the failure to qualities or
characteristics inherent to Arab people, due to some genetic, social,
psychological, or cultural inheritance? In other words, what could we have
done and what can we now do?

Suggested but not exclusive themes:

1. Social variables: points of strength or weakness in the Arab individual or

the Arab nation due to social structure or social organization of Arab
society all the way from the nuclear family to the nation.

2. Cultural variable: points of strength or weakness in the Arab individual
or the Arab nation caused by the culture -- culture here defined as the

total patterns of knowledge and behavior learnt or socially inherited by
the members of a society.



3. Psychological Aspects: points of strength or weakness inherent to the

structure of the Arab individual’s personality among the majority of the
population. Personality is here defined as the total patterns of thinking
and behaving,and the patterns of cognitive and affective responses
learnt or socially inherited by the individual. It is, in other words, the
reflection of the cultural patterns in the individual, which makes the
behavior of the individual, under specified conditions or circumstances,
highly predictable.

4. Biological or genetic variables: points of strength or weakness found in

a large percentage of the population resulting from the accumulation of
some mutations in the society’s gene pool due to natural, cultural, or
social selection prevailing in that society.

In order to make all papers compatible, andsimplify the drawing of some
conclusions from them, we suggest that all papers proceed along the following
plan derivedfrom an analogy between the problems we are concerned with,
and an illness:

e Symptoms: signs pointing to the existence of the weakness or
problem, when and where it appeared in the history of the
conflict.

e Diagnosis: identifying or specifying the weakness or problem
concerned and locating it within one of the four main themes
above.

e Etiology: history and development of the problem before it was
manifested in the conflict.

e Treatment and prognosis: how to deal with the problem, how to
solve it and what are the chances of success in dealing with it.

We hope to get acceptable papers concerning the full range of the four above-
mentioned themes.

An abstract of 150-200 words should be received byJanl, 2014 accompanied
by a brief account of the candidate’s previous work related to the subject.



Selected candidates will be advised by 15/1/2014 to send their papers by
10/5/2014.

The conference will be held at the Society of Inaash El-Usra, Al Bireh,
Palestine, on 24,25/ May /2014. Proceedings of the conference will be later
published by the Center in book form.

Accommodation and meals for two days will be covered for contributing
participants.

Contact:

Dr. Sharif Kanaana, Chairman, Planning committee
P.O. Box 3549 Al-Bireh, Palestine
E-mail: archive_usra@yahoo.com
Tel.: 02-2401123 Telfax: 02-2401544

Web site: www.inash.org



